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Our free Christian society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Despite all their other fine qualities, the daily press and radio are compelled by 


economic necessity to cater to the most materialistic and sensational in popular tastes, and, along with the leadi 

upon narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. The mass media, th ' 
ing public, Between The Lines presents carefully selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, providing the layman with greater insight 
into the crucial issues of the day. These efforts are dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth 


play 


erefore, are not adequate for the Christian mind which 


news weeklies, to yield to the ‘economic, political and military pressures that 
would maintain its dedication to truth. For this more discern- 


can we avoid the violent changes inherent 


in war and communism and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards brotherhood in the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in a nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 
BUSINESS EXCHANGE: An- 
other remarkable and enrichening 
"B*exchange of friendship” has been 
inaugurated by International Rotary. 
An American and a Swedish busi- 
nessman and their families traded 
jobs and homes for “a wonderful 
ear.” For a whole year a business- 
man from Jamestown, N. Y., and 

businessman from Goteborg, 
Sweden, swapped homes, friends, 
schools, pets, languages — every- 
‘thing but their wives and children! 
"Bit turned out to be one of the most 
"Mhard headed and gay hearted ad- 
entures in international living ever 
ried, reports International Rotary. 


and dry-cleaning business and both 
eft ample instructions for the other, 
‘ith interpreters ready to help while 
MManguages were being perfected. 
hus, both families shared and 
earned of life both in America and 
Scandinavia. Plans are being made 
or similar exchanges with other 


eighbors and business associates 
elped in making the experiment a 


NEGRO EXCHANGE STU- 
ENTS: A California college is 
iMrranging for an exchange student 
Mprogram with Negro colleges in the 
south. Claremont Men’s College is 
cxchanging students with More- 
ouse College, a Negro men’s col- 
ge in Atlanta, Georgia. Travel ex- 
benses will be paid by student coun- 
il funds and voluntary contribu- 
SHions from the student organization. 
ach boy will replace his counter- 
art in dormitory, in class work and 
®ampus life, with bills paid as if he 
ere still following through on his 
egular curriculum. Thus the only 
xtra expense will be travel and in- 
idental spending money. Other 
ampuses are discussing the idea, 
ith strong pressure arising — pro 
nd con — from fraternity organi- 
ations and educational groups in 
e South. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE ISRAEL-EGYPTIAN HATREDS, which have engulfed all 

Arabia, will remain a source of danger for years to come. The U. S. 
dilemma is acute because the pressure of the oil interests forces the Eisen- 
hower Administration to back the Arabs, while the money and political 
power of American Zionism forces us to guarantee the security of Israel! 
But as President Nasser of Egypt relentlessly presses a restoration of 
Egyptian controls in the disputed areas, there is need for a larger under- 
standing of the background of Arabian resentments towards Israel. 

LITERATURE ABOUNDS on the history of Zionism, an impas- 
sioned political-religious movement, the roots of which go back into the 
Old Testament. The deflection of Judaism from the spiritual fulfillment 
of the Messianic dream to its physical realization in the restoration of a 
Jewish state — after 2000 years — is one of the great romances of history, 
and may prove to be one of the greatest tragedies. 

The establishment of the Israeli state was sponsored by the great 
powers, especially Britain, as is well known. But few remember that Israel 
was created by methods similar to those of a bulldozer plowing into a slum 
area to make way for a new housing project. This bulldozer, moreover, 
did its work with little or no consultation with the slum dwellers, its great 
blade nudging their drab dwellings into limbo before the inhabitants had 
gotten out of bed for breakfast. Human nature beng as it is, the folks who 
got bulldozed are still mad. They had lived there for 800 to 1000 years, 
some much longer, and by that time they felt that they belonged. 

ISRAEL BECAME A DYNAMIC STATE far sooner than ex- 
pected and, as few Americans seem to realize, Israel’s rapid growth came 
just as a mighty awakening swept through all of Arabia and the world of 
Islam. Palestine is also considered a “Holy Land” to every Moslem; they 
conquered Jerusalem over a thousand years ago and have held it most 
of the time since. During the Crusades and since they have fought and 
died in great numbers to hold its sacred soil— where Abraham first 
journeyed and Moses and the prophets, who prepared the way for the 
Great Prophet, walked. In short, the Israeli state burst in upon this vital 
coastal and historic area just as tens of millions of Arab Moslems had 
become stirred to great visions over their destiny; inevitably, a growing, 
powerful Israel became a symbol of fear and hate. Passions overflowed 
into war in 1948, and after Israel drove the Egyptians back and took 
additional territories, terrorist forays against one another became fre- 
quent. U. S. news channels picture Nasser as the stubborn relentless agres- 
sor, not missing a chance to twist events to his advantage. And indeed the 
situation is very propitious for an ambitious man like Nasser — and also 
for the Russians. But a larger understanding of Egypt's action is found 
in authoritative sources which charge Israel with more than just a share 
of aggressive violence. Zionist pressure on news in this country shunts 
aside such revelations, but we believe these voices should also be heard. 

For documentation on Israel's aggressive tactics, see the book 
Violent Truce, by Commander E. H. Hutchinson, U.S.N.R. (Published by 
Devin-Adair, “56, $3.50.) Mr. Hutchinson was a member of the United 
Nations Supervision Organization in Palestine; he was also head of the 
Israel-Jordon Mixed Armistice Commission. Your public library should 
get a copy if it doesn’t yet have it, in order to provide reliable source 
material on the “other side” of this controversial issue. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Atomic Tests Again 

As we read of atomic tests again 
being made in both U. S. and 
U.S.S.R. territories, here are facts 
we need to remember: that the U. S. 
usually makes four tests to Russia’s 
one, the total now being 86 tests 
for the U. S. and 17 for the Soviet; 
that, when Japan became a member 
of the UN, the Tokyo delegation 
promptly began to campaign for 
direct UN action prohibiting all 
further nuclear tests (N.Y. Times, 
Jan. 17). The Japanese also demand 
recognition of the fact that their 
scientists and medical men — some 
of whom are noted scholars — do 
not accept the U. S. reports that 
radiation poison in the earth’s at- 
mosphere has not approached the 
danger point. 

Early this year Chancellor Aden- 
auer likewise called for a world ban 
on all nuclear arms and atomic 
tests — thus openly supporting the 
Soviet’s proposals. Adenauer’s dec- 
laration greatly embarrassed official 
Washington, and the world had a 
demonstration of U. S. military 
pressures on West Germany in the 
Chancellor’s prompt retraction of 
his statement (AP, Jan, 12th). Pub- 
lic demonstrations in London, Paris 
and other capitals against continued 
atomic tests occur frequently. All 
this uneasiness makes political lead- 
ers feel increasingly insecure them- 
selves. But Americans have little 
realization of the sentiments of 
people who can have no partici- 
pation in events— except as po- 
tential victims. 


Disarmament Progress 


Despite. international tensions, 
real progress is being made towards 
disarmament. The major powers 
are now less inclined to use disarm- 
ament discussions for propaganda 
purposes, for cold-war maneuvers 
or for statements only to catch 
headlines. With the hydrogen bombs 
and atomic guided missiles now a 
reality, a quiet desperation perme- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Disarmament Progress 
(continued) 
ates disarmament discussions, al- 
though suspicion and fear continue 
to fill the air. Each proposition is 
still examined closely for hidden 
objectives wherein some advantage 
is sought over an adversary. 
General agreement has_ been 
reached that: (1) Disarmament, to 
be successful, must be universal. 
(2) All agreements must be made 
within the framework of the United 
Nations and implemented under 
UN authority. (3) Any disarma- 
ment program undertaken must be 
accompanied by a system of in- 
spection and arms control, insti- 
tuted before reduction of arma- 
ments can be undertaken. (4) Con- 
ventional armies and weapons 
should be reduced before any at- 
‘tempt is made to curtail the pro- 
,duction of nuclear weapons, and 
the curtailment of conventional 
weapons and armies should be pre- 
\ceded by a freeze of existing forces 
and military expenditures and a 
complete cessation of atomic tests. 
(5) The reduction of conventional 
weapons should be followed im- 
mediately by the progressive elim- 
ination of overseas bases. (6) With 
intercontinental hydrogen missiles 
soon to be a reality and space sat- 
ellites — which will open a whole 
new area of all-destructive weapons 
development — also becoming full- 
scale projects, disarmament will no 
longer be an extra-curricular diplo- 
matic function but a necessity. 
When these agreements have 
been firmly worked out after much 
discussion, then confusion and neb- 
ulousness will no longer obstruct 
the approach to disarmament. 


But those who. have been en- 
gaged in the disarmament discus- 
sions recognize that, so far, the 
will to disarmament is lacking. 
First, there must come the disarm- 
ing of the attitudes and thoughts of 
men. The desire for peace cannot 
arise solely upon foundations of 
fear. The desire for peace must 
grow out of the will and desire to 
see all of the other nations of the 
world living in a state of peace and 
well-being without domination, in- 
terference or subversion by any 
other power. All imperialism and 
military occupations will have to be 
abandoned. Likewise the Commu- 
nists must surrender all doctrines of 
conquest or subversion by violence 
and be willing to put their case be- 
fore the world on a purely ideologi- 
cal basis with no effort to enforce 
their ideas upon others or to un- 
dermine any existing society in or- 
der to establish the Marxist system. 

Civilized men have always been 
willing to encourage the competi- 
tion of their ideas, as have religious 
and economic philosophers, and 
there need be no diminishing of such 


“evangelizing” efforts. But the will to 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


EPRESSION COMING? No, say most economists. But something 
more momentous and lasting than a depression is shaping up, ac- 
cording to the spiritually minded economists. 

THE GREAT DEPRESSION of the 1930’s was a new experience. 
Economic adjustments had previously come through “panics,” violent 
price and investment upheavals of shorter duration. We have slowly 
learned to regulate the flow of money, production and trade to the degree 
at least that such abrupt breaks can be avoided. 


BUT CONSIDER THIS: In just 15 years the public debt has gone 
up from about 40 billion to 275 billion; our complex, highly integrated 
industrial system has increased proportionately — all of which has neces- 
sitated still more extensive planning, and expanded systems of control in 
financing, production and marketing. For these reasons it is believed the 
economic crises of the future will take entirely new forms. 

TWO OPPOSING ECONOMIC-SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES 
are now clashing: 

(1) The belief that by increasing prosperity at the top— where 
men of experience and ability may manage and direct the economic 
growth — the affluence will trickle down to the worker and farmer. This 
theory holds that if farmers go broke and little businessmen lose their 
shops and stores, that’s just part of the workings of unalterable economic 
law; they’ll have to get jobs and start again. There are plenty of jobs for 
all. After all, we have too many farmers and too many small inefficiently 
run businesses anyway, say the “trickle-down-ers.” 

(2) The opposing theory maintains that economic democracy is best 
maintained by creating wealth and prosperity at the bottom and through 
consumer spending —thus the wealth and prosperity moves upward, 
bringing profits and affluence to the owner-management class. This 
“trickle-up” theory is the favorite of labor unions, organizations represent- 
ing the small farmers and other liberal groups. It is also the politico-eco- 
nomic philosophy of a large segment of the Democratic party. 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT has been pushing the first theory by 
boosting profits wherever and whenever possible with slight regard for the 
farmer or the worker-consumer. The food industry, for instance, (the 
most vital of all businesses which includes food processors, meat packers, 
dairy corporations, super-market chains, milling companies) is generally 
reporting the highest profits in its history — while most farmers, bedeviled 
by drought and rising cost on everything they buy, have had another lean 
year. The press has played up the slight gain to farmers from higher prices 
on farm products, but the farmers’ slim increase is all out of proportion 
to what has happened elsewhere. 

THE FARMERS’ GAIN AVERAGES less than 6 per cent through 
the past two years, while his loss in income is over 20 per cent during the 
past ten years. In the meantime, the profits of meat packers, dairy corpor- 
ations, milling companies, canneries, etc., have zoomed from 30 to 80 per 
cent in ten years— or more. The large, well-financed, highly mechan- 
ized farm has made money. But the majority barely break even. Almost 
all major meat packers made large net gains last year. Armour’s went 
from $10 million net profit — after taxes — in 1955, to nearly $15 mil- 
lion in 1956; Wilson packers from $4% million to over $7 million; Cu- 
dahy, Morrell, Hormel and others had similar increases. Only Swift 
slipped downward. In 1947-49 farmers received $21.90 cwt. for hogs; but 
in 1956 they received $16.20 cwt., with costs much higher — and that is 
an improvement on $10.60 in "55 — a very bad hog year. Beef was $22.20 
cwt. in 1947-49 and $14.10 in ’56 (up from $13.50 in °’55). Calves and 
sheep are about the same but the bottom has dropped out of poultry and 
eggs since 1950. (U. S. Dept. of Agriculture figures, Dec. °56). 

THE GREAT DAIRY CORPORATIONS (National Dairy Prod- 
ucts, The Borden Company, Foremost Dairies and all other major dairy 
companies) again report record profits — with the price of milk to the con- 
sumer higher than ever, but the price paid to farmers barely above the 
lowest post-war averages. The dairy corporations never permit milk sur- 
pluses to benefit the consumer in lowered prices which would increase 
consumption and benefit the farmer. So while business journals and GOP 
spokesmen make much over the “return of prosperity to the farmer,” the 
gain is very slim and for most it has been wiped out by the recent jump 
in living costs. 

ANOTHER GLARING EXAMPLE of price hikes that disregard 
profits is found in the recent action of the nation’s oil corporations. The 
net incomes among 70 leading oil companies for the first six months of 
1956 were 18 per cent above the similar period last year, according to the 
January issue of the magazine Petroleum Engineer. Yet new oil and 
gasoline price increases will cost the consumer one billion dollars annual- 


ly, adding severely to the inflationary trends. 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Disarmament Progreg 
(continued) 
peace, the mutual respect and y 
gard for the desires of others, whig 
is in reality a task of education fi 
peace, must be accelerated ay 
strengthened before disarmamel' 
can become a reality. 

The failure of the leading 
ligious organizations of the world 
take a definite stand for disa 
ment has been one of the most 
rious barriers in achieving progreg) ” 
If a world conference of all y 
ligions could be gathered, calliy 
all nations together to renoun 
war and to renounce all recourse ¥ 
violence, much would be accop 
plished in creating “a will to peace’ 
If the churches of the West urge 
such a Conference, the religio 
leaders behind the Iron Curtaj 
would hardly dare abstain, f 
“peace” has been a major theme ¢ 
the churches in all Communi 
lands. And the Kremlin could n 
interfere with the participation 
Russian churchmen without a 
vere propaganda set-back. 

When the world is once disarmeg 
vasts sums now going to milite 
expenditures could be invested j 
undeveloped and impoverishe 
areas of the world to obtain highe 
standards of living, thus removiy 
historic causes of wars and tension 
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New Cominform? | {You 

The continued break-down {tom 
world communism at the base is req 
vealed in the opposition on the pa child 
of Communist parties in varioyp ‘Pe 
countries to the re-establishment @ “\ 
the Communist Information Bureaipespe 
popularly known as the Cominfornfstate 
The Communist parties in Ching TB 
Italy, Poland and Yugoslavia havghosp 
openly resisted efforts to force themawa' 
to work through a new Cominfompothe 
to be set up by Moscow. ler t 
Ever since Tito broke with Stalinfexpl: 
the Yugoslavs have fought any cempalwa 
trally directed Communist mov 
ment. The new independence ogpay, 
Poland has also required that Wa¢ p 
saw remain free from the centra{ning 
ized dictatorship which would soogthat 
reach out through a re-establi hosp 
ment of the Cominform. brou 


Moscow, in endeavoring to sekno\ 
up a new Cominform, has 
nouced that a new internationg C 
Communist paper will be startegscti 
and has demanded that each Compvell 
munist party throughout the worlgwhit 
establish itself as a center of infor tens 
mation and propoganda outlet fogseen 
the international Red journal. thei 

During most of the eight yeagtos 
life of the old Cominform, the onl§ bors 
evidence of its existence was in agPitts 
international Communist newspa Nor 
per. But the contacts maintained igchik 
this form became an_ interlinkingtoge 
system of dictatorship and intrigug diffi 
The resistance to the movement #sr0 
openly reported in the Russia whe 
press. pan. 






A New Life 


A young couple of wealth, who 


egy 


and nH nce lived in a pleasure seeking 
» Whig cial whirl, have been so inspired 
10n fy the life of Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
day that they are now devoting the rest 
namew if their lives to hospital work in 
. the jungles of Haiti. William L. 
im Wimellon, Jr., and his wife, of the 
vorld Pittsburgh Mellon family, read 
ATMS pout Albert Schweitzer who gave 
nost & up his brilliant career as a musician, 
rOeTeS neologian and educator to become 
all rg physician missionary in Africa. 
Callinfrye idea took possession of Bill 
NOUNS yellon and his wife, and they sold 
UTS If heir fashionable dude ranch in 
ACCOMS arizona; at the age of 38 Mellon 
Peaces vent back to finish college and 
‘= enter a medical school. His wife 
eligiowj.arned to be a scrub nurse in 
Curtail harge of instruments in operating 
in, fof ooms, and to care for the sick and 
1eme 0 crippled. 
nid a During the school years, the 
ries Mellons were in communication 
“es “Iwith Dr. Schweitzer who encour- 
7 qved and advised them. Dr. 
— Schweitzer also taught tropical med- 
milita icine to Dr ; Mellon when the latter 
sted # visited Africa the year before he 
veri graduated from medical school in 
hiohd 953: Last June the Mellons open- 
USN ed the 50-bed Albert Schweitzer 
seal Hospital in Haiti. 
They have recently been in New 

1? [York to raise funds for the hospital 
ywn gitom former acquaintances. They 
se is aso brought a crippled Haitian 
the pag child with them who has been given 
varios Pecial treatment in New York. 
ment @ “We need many more facilities, 
Bureaipespecially a tuberculosis clinic,” 
\infornpstates Dr. Mellon. “Haitians with 


Chin§ TB walk four or five hours to the 
ria havghospital We have to turn them 
ce themaway because they contaminate 
ninformothers. Tuberculosis is the main kil- 

ler there.” Dr. Mellon and his wife 
h Stalifexplained that the Haitian people 
any cemalways pay something for the treat- 
- movement, and when they promise to 
ence oppay, they do. 
at Wag Dr. Mellon said, “I once was run- 
centrafning away from life and the things 
tld soofthat plagued and bored me. The 
tablish hospital and its many patients has 
brought me the greatest life I could 
eaknow.”” 



































2 to 
has ab 
rnationg CONTRADICTION: In some 
- startegsections of Charlottesville, Virginia, 
sh Compwell-to-do Negroes live alongside 
1e worlgwhite familics with no perceptible 
of infomtensions. Yet the white parents 
utlet fogseem horrified at the prospect that 
jal. their boys and girls may have to go 
ght yeag'o school with their colored neigh- 





the onlfbors’ children. In Philadelphia, 
‘as in Pittsburgh, Cleveland and other 
newsp# Northern cities, Negro and white 
tained igchildren have gone to public school 
erlinkingogether for many years without 
intrigu@ difficulty, but the prospect of Ne- 


ement #gf0 families moving into areas 
Russiag¥here white people live causes 
panic among property owners. 


LOOK BEHIND HIM, DOCTOR — 
Wuat You BEEN EATING / 








X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


SMALL BUSINESS FAILURES are the highest since World War 
II. (See AP report, Feb. 5th; N. Y. Times, Jan 25.) Why? Tight money, 
higher interest rates, plus more difficult loan requirements and increased 
competition, are the usual answers. The increased competition springs 
from the growth of retail outlets owned by great grocery and drug chains, 
and the new subsidiary retail outlets of the large manufacturers of auto 
tires and parts, household appliances, etc. These outlets can be manipu- 
lated to build up the weak units by drawing on the resources of the strong 
units. Small retailers cannot compete with this. 

GROWING MONOPOLY is thus causing many independent busi- 
nesses to fail and vanish. For instance, on last Oct. 18, the Federal Trade 
Commission charged that the three largest dairy corporations (Bordens, 
National Dairy Products and Beatrice Foods Company) had acquired a 
total of 251 formerly independent dairy companies since 1951. The Gov- 
ernment charged that each had pursued “a systematic elimination of ac- 
tual and potential competitors,” had “practiced unfair competition, price- 
fixing, . . . undercutting the small competitors by unjust and unfair 
means.” (Since these corporations are large advertisers, many dailies and 
news weeklies ignored the indictment, although AP dispatches covered it 
on Oct. 18.) Such action arises out of the innumerable complaints filed by 
businessmen who have been the victims of the monopolies. The present 
Administration, however, has done little to push such cases. Complaints 
from small businessmen compel the Dept. of Justice to act, although forces 
within the Administration squash the actions. 

BANKING AND HIGH INTEREST: The present Administra- 
tion, in raising interest rates, has boosted the profits of bankers and in- 
vestment houses. This in turn has wrought havoc among small business- 
men and among the builders and buyers of small homes. The Senate 
Housing Subcommittee reported on January 24th that there is still a 
serious housing shortage among middle and low income families. Middle 
income families average $4,422 annually. The low income groups include 
unskilled workers, minority groups, the elderly, etc. The standard for 
home ownership is based on the premise that a family can afford a new 
home priced at two to two and one-half times its annual income. That 
means that the average family can afford a home priced at $9,000 to 
$11,000. A decreasing number of new homes are available in that price 
range, thus millions have been pushed into purchases above what they 
can afford, which is another important cause of present economic tension. 

SMALL BORROWERS AND INVESTORS are also badly hit by 
the present squeeze. Large businesses, with ample assets, can always get 
loans, but the small businessman finds credit difficult, often impossible to 
secure. Why? Because banks can get a profitable and quick turn-over 
without risk. Why take a chance with a small businessman? For instance, a 
family that has bought a $1,000 U. S. savings bond receives 3 per cent 
only if the bond is held for ten years. But under the Administration’s 
new “hard money” policy, banks buy 90-day Government loan certificates 
at an interest rate of 3.04 per cent — the highest rate on record for such 
loans. The bank makes a profitable turn-over in 90 days with no risk and 
very little paper work. Even the magazine Business Week complains that 
while bankers are reaping an unprecedented harvest and large industries 
can get plenty of money to finance expansion, the small borrower gets little. 

THE TAXPAYER IS,BEING HARD-HIT ALSO, for the Ad- 


ministration’s “hard money” policy has raised interest charges on the pub- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


The Press In Politics 


How did the nation’s three lead- 
ing news magazines, Time, Life and 
Newsweek, cover the last election 
campaign? The publishers of these 
weeklies all boast of their “impar- 
tiality” and fairness in handling the 
news. But here’s the record: Time 
Magazine printed 754 column 
inches of text and 95 column inches 
of pictures favorable to the Repub- 
lican side, by comparison with only 
119 column inches of text and 62 
column inches of pictures favorable 
to the Democratic side. That’s 
about 5 times more space for the 
Republicans than the Democrats! 

Life Magazine printed 245 in- 
ches of text and 420 column inches 
of pictures favorable to Repub- 
licans, with only 6 column inches 
of text and 153 column inches of 
pictures favorable to the Democrats. 
Newsweek printed 299 column in- 
ches of text and 45 column inches 
of pictures on the Republican side, 
with only 114 column inches of 
text and 63 column inches of pic- 
tures in support of the Democrats. 


In the use of adjectives and ad- 
verbs that were complimentary or 
derogatory to the candidates, the 
score stands as follows: for ex- 
ample, the October 15th issue of 
Time contained 28 friendly adjec- 
tives and adverbs in describing Pres- 
ident Eisenhower and no negative 
ones. Adlai Stevenson by contrast 
drew 19 negative descriptive words 
and only one friendly adjective. 
This proportion prevailed through 
all three publications during the 
entire campaign. The pages were 
loaded in favor of the party which 
the publishers themselves support- 
ed, for nearly all wealthy newspa- 
per and magazine owners are con- 
servative Republicans. 


One of the most notable distor- 
tions involves the controversy over 
the hydrogen bomb tests. When 
Adlai Stevenson centered his cam- 
paign efforts on a demand that the 
hydogen tests be stopped, the scien- 
tists of the Argonne Laboratories, 
a most important center of atomic 
research for weapon development, 
took a vote: 73 of the scientists 
supported Stevenson’s views that 
the tests should be stopped, while 
only five believed with Eisenhower 
that the tests should be continued. 
The Republican leaders hastily 
scraped together a few important 
scientists, most of whom were 
not working on weapon projects, 
and played up their names on the 
front pages, relegating the report 
from the Argonne vote to a small 
space on the back pages. 

TOP NEWSPAPER MEN are al- 
so aware of this failure of the press 
to meet its obligation. Herbert Block 
(Herblock) famed cartoonist for the 
Washington Post whose drawings 
are widely syndicated, denounced 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The Press In Politics 
(continued) 

the press’s “double standard” in a 
speech before the American News- 
paper Guild. The noted cartoonist 
pointed to the front page headlines 
and generous space the editors gave 
to Sen. McCarthy's attacks on the 
Truman Administration — public- 
ity which quickly built for the Sen- 
ator a national following. But now 
that MecCarthy’s attacks focus on 
Eisenhower, the reports are run in 
small print on the back pages. “The 
publishers find McCarthy desirable 
when he attacks Democrats and un- 
desirable when he attacks the ad- 
ministration they favor.” 

Another prominent newspaper 
figure, J. A. Wechsler, editor of the 
New York Post with a daily circu- 
lation of over 400,000, in a recent 
speech in Cincinnati charged that 
“the U. S. press is overwhelmingly 
owned and operated by wealthy 
Republicans who fix the rules of 
the U. S. political debate .. . . They 
manipulate the news, they select the 
big stories and bury the others. 
They pontificate about the purity 
of the news column, yet few of 
them are willing to risk real debate 
about the real issues of our time. 
They obfuscate; they confuse; they 
smother: the press is much freer than 
in the Communist or fascist coun- 
tries,” continued Wechsler. “But 
there is nothing much to be com- 
placent about here.” Sums up 
Wechsler, “I value my profession 
as the only one I have, but this I 
also know, that there are only a 
handful of newspapers in Amer- 
ica with which I could work with- 
out selling my soul.” 


Guatemalan Suppression 

Since the U. S. Government has 
assisted in establishing the new Gov- 
ernment of Carlos Armas in Guate- 
mala, displacing the Red infiltrated 


regime of Arbenz, little adverse 
criticism of the Armas regime has 
appeared in the American press. 
However, Guatemalan University 
students have petitioned the Inter- 
American Press Assn. to investi- 
gate the closing of four newspapers 
during 1956 which were suppressed 
and confiscated by President Armas 
for their opposition to his regime. 
The student organizations also de- 
manded that investigations be made 
of the tyranny held over owners of 
printing shops, who dare not print 
any publication that contains criti- 
cism of the Government. 
The 

nounced 


student organization de- 
the closing of the four 
newspapers— Hoy. El Estudiante, 
Carta Libre and La Batilla — and 
cited the record of secret pressures 
upon the editors and threats against 
their lives and livelihood which 
forced them to suspend publication. 
These charges deny the Govern- 
ment claims that the editors ceased 
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lic debt of $275 billion from $6.2 billion annually to $7.2 billion. This 
presumably helps check inflation, syphoning some $800 million from the 
consumer market, yet this $800 million goes into extra dividends to banks 
and investment houses who hold most of these Government bonds. 
BUT ALL THIS DISTRESS does not add up to a depression. 
With our population still growing and the continued need for much new 
housing, new schools, highways and many other facilities, we cannot ex- 
pect a shrinking market and unemployment. That is why the Administra- 
tion leaders have found it impossible to reduce the Federal budget. We 
have a big and growing country; it will not shrink soon. But growing re- 
sentments that are building up from present injustices and maladjustments 
will result in a strong political reaction when the Eisenhower era ends in 
three years. The “big business” label will be clamorously slapped on the 
GOP, and the deeper the resentments the more extreme the swing will be. 
MORE REGULATORY CONTROL over prices, profits — and 
wages — will come, for the big unions are due for their share of retalia- 
tion from the farmer and small businessmen and non-union workers who 
have seen the big unions conniving with big industry in the leap frog of 
wages, prices and profits. Furthermore, as business gets bigger, it becomes 
more centralized, which, in itself, is a step towards “socialism” — or state 
controls — and is more of a threat than anything political left-wingism can 
achieve. For the bigger the industrial corporations the easier the Govern- 
ment can take over the industry in a time of maladjustment and distress. 
Our economy is still growing but it’s getting badly out of joint. A 
growing boy, by hopping rides and hot-rodding, can wind up in a wheel 
chair; he may still be growing but life isn’t at its best in a wheel chair. 
THE REAL NATURE of the increasing stress is therefore not 
material or economic. The trouble arises from within men’s attitudes. 
There is much ground for believing that the trickle-down philosophy 
produces the most stable and orderly society — but its success rests with 
the willingness to share and to act in the interests of others. The practice 
of hiking prices without cause and beyond need has become so flagrant 
that two of the country’s largest corporations quarrelled over the issue last 
year. When U. S. Steel raised prices on steel in February ’56, the Ameri- 
can Can Company, which buys large quanties of steel, publicly charged 
U. S. Steel with irresponsible behavior in such price manipulations. (See 
the financial page of the Washington Post March 10, ’56). The business 
management that boosts prices without just cause, and the labor leaders 
who curb production in fighting management — these two, more than the 
Socialist or Communist, are the real subversives in our economic system. 


U. S. MILITARY SPOKESMEN now openly acknowledge that the 

threat of Soviet air power was grossly exaggerated ten months ago 
when U. S. Air Force officials appeared before Congress to bolster our 
Air Force appropriations. An alarming picture of Russia’s long-range 
bombing power — played up widely in the press at that time — created a 
flurry of action to build the $9 million B52’s faster and build more of 
them. Russia was reported to have about 100 of their largest long-range 
jobs (the Bison bomber) on the ready with more coming up. 

It is now conceded that these U. S. military intelligence reports 
were 50 per cent overestimated. The total long-range U. S. air flect now 
totals about 2,200 including our B52, B47 and B36 bombers. Russia has 
an estimated 1,100 long and medium range bombers, but most of these 
are rated inferior in terms of systems of refueling, etc. 

WHEN THE SCARE HEADLINES APPEARED, no one dared 
challenge the authority of U. S. military intelligence although, during 
World War II and the Korean war, thousands of GI's died because of 
faulty military intelligence. Moreover, the B36 bomber program was 
launched with a similar flurry of alarming reports. Over a billion dollars 
were spent on the B36 bombers, which are now acknowledged to have 
been an ineffective weapon to begin with — unduly cumbersome and vul- 
nerable. The B36’s are now lined up on our air bases, many of them 
never flown since commissioned; comparatively few will ever be flown. 

THERE IS A DANGER even greater than this unnecessary dissi- 
pation of America’s resources in such poorly planned and wasteful squan- 
dering of money and manpower. We are rapidly approaching the day 
when both Russia and the U. S. will be primed for instant attack and re- 
taliation with all-powerful highspeed intercontinental hydrogen missiles. 
One flurry of the kind of erroneous “intelligence reports” which the mili- 
tary have used frequently to bolster support for fantastic military ex- 
penditures — and the world will be on fire from pole to pole. What mir- 
acle can save us? The only answer: awake men to the meaning of the nu- 
clear age, unite the nations under universal law, and outlaw war. A far- 
away dream? A very pressing one — it is simply a question of whether we 
do it before the Twentieth Century civilization is destroyed — or after. 


Guatemalan Suppressi¢ 
(continue: 
publication “voluntarily.” 

All four papers were closed afte 
the disturbances in June, 1956, d 
ing which police fired into univg,. 
sity student demonstrators, killj 
five students and wounding abo 
20. Student riots against the Arn 
Government were ignored or g 
pressed even in most Amerig; 
news dispatches. The students de 
mand an investigation of their Gg 
ernment’s charges that the pape 
were communistic, stating that 
opposition to the Government's dj 
tatorship is labeled “communistig’ 

A NEW CONTROVERSY }; 
arisen between the Roman Catholij 
Church and the Armas Governmeg 
Last fall a Roman Catholic prie 
was arrested for performing mar 
riage ceremonies for scores g 
couples in several villages withoy 
their first having been married ; 
civil ceremonies according to Guate 
malan law. In countries where 
Roman Church is dominant, 
marriage ceremonies are under coy 
trol of the church, usually wif 
only a registration required at th 
civil offices before the priest per 
forms the ceremony. But in th 
revolt against the church in Guat 
mala in 1871, a law was institute 
requiring a civil ceremony as wé 
as registration before the religion 
ceremony. The requirements of th 
civil marriage have become ra 
expensive and burdensome, th 
fore thousands of peasants ha 
lived in common-law relationship 
without either civil or religious cer 
emonies. There was justifiably mue 
sympathy with the church’s effe 
to combat this practice. 

A compromise was worked @ 
by the Guatemalan Congress i 
February which simplified the ci 
marriage requirements, and the at 
rested priest was freed from jai 
The Government still charges, ho 
ever, that the church seeks to bri 
the marriages of Catholics and ne 
Catholics under the complete don 
ination of the hierarchy as has lor 
been the custom in Spain, wher 
Protestants suffer because of simik 
marriage laws. 

ADDENDA: Another Chines 
pastor of an American parish is th 
Rev. D. D. Su, who has been 
ing both the Stuart Communi 
Church and the Cleveland Presb 
terian Church at Stuart, Nebras 
since May, 1953. 

We've also learned that the B 
mira, N. Y., Rotary Club has 
valued member who happens to} 
a Negro, the Rev. Latta R. Thor 
as, pastor of Monument Bapti 
Church. And the Zanesville, Ohie 
Y’s Men's group, which was off 
inally organized by a Chinese st 
dent living in Zanesville, also i 
cludes a Negro member, D 
Charles Smith, a pharmacist at 
local hospital. 











